Point Count Method


The Point Count Method XE "Point Count Method"  option allows you to control the way that Bridge Baron counts its distribution points. By default, Bridge Baron counts its points using the Short Suit Point Counting method XE "Short Suit Point Counting method"  and you can see above that the default setting for Point Count Method is Short Suit Point Count. If you click on the Short Suit Point Count you will see that there are three other point counting methods Bridge Baron is capable of employing. These are the Long Suit Point Counting method XE "Long Suit Point Counting method" , La Majeure Cinquième Point Counting method XE "La Majeure Cinquième Point Counting method" , and the Forum D Point Counting method XE "Forum D Point Counting method" . You should select the one that best fits the way you evaluate your own hand. An explanation of each follows.

♣Note: Point Count Method does not affect Bridge Baron’s calculation of bidding points XE "bidding points"  (extra points added to ones hand once a fit is found), it only affects its calculation of distribution points XE "distribution points"  (extra points assigned to a player’s hand for length or shortness in a suit, regardless of whether a fit has been found).

Short Suit Point Count XE "Short Suit Point Count" 
Charles Goren XE "Charles Goren"  popularized this point count method in the 1930s, and it remains popular today. Each void XE "void"  (no cards in a suit) is worth 3 points; each singleton XE "singleton"  (one card in a suit) is worth 2 points (except that a singleton king or singleton queen is only worth 1 point); each doubleton XE "doubleton"  (two cards in a suit) is worth 1 point (except that QJ doubleton is not worth any points). Note that you do not get any points for having a five-card suit, but that you still do receive additional bidding points XE "bidding points"  for your short suits once your side has found a playable fit.

♠Tip: Bridge Baron plays this method by default and has been customized to bid its best while using the Short Suit Point Counting method XE "Short Suit Point Counting method" .

Long Suit Point Count XE "Long Suit Point Count" 
In the current era, many people learning how to play bridge use this popular point count method. Each five-card suit is worth 1 distribution point XE "distribution point" ; each six-card suit is worth 2 distribution points; a seven-card suit is worth 3 distribution points; and an eight-card (or longer) suit is worth 4 distribution points. You get no points for shortness in a suit as length and shortness go hand-in-hand and counting both would cause you to overvalue distributional hands. However, once a fit is found, bidding points XE "bidding points"  based on shortness and ruffing potential XE "ruffing potential"  are still added to your hand.

♠Tip: The majority of bridge teachers in North America, including those working with the ABTA XE "ABTA"  (American Bridge Teachers Association XE "American Bridge Teachers Association" ) teach new players the Long Suit Point Counting method. If you are taking bridge classes and want Bridge Baron’s hand evaluation to match that of what you are learning in class, you may want to switch to Long Suit Point Count.

La Majeure Cinquième Point Count XE "La Majeure Cinquième Point Count" 
Usually played in conjunction with the La Majeure Cinquième bidding system, this point count method is a combination of short-suit and long-suit methods. Each void is worth 3 points; each singleton is worth 2 points (except that a singleton King or singleton Queen is worth nothing); and each doubleton is worth 1 point. Each six-card suit is worth 1 point; each seven-card suit is worth 2 points; and so on. Holding two quality five-card suits (AQxxx or better) is worth 1 point; if one of those suits has six or more cards, it's worth an additional 1 point.

Forum D Point Count XE "Forum D Point Count" 
Usually played in conjunction with the Forum D bidding system, this point count system is largely based on long suits. Each five-card suit (Jxxxx or better) is worth 1 point; each six-card suit (Jxxxxx or better) is worth 2 points; and so on. Each weak six-card suit (no card higher than a ten) is worth 1 point; a weak seven-card suit is worth 2 points; and so on. Any suit worth points is worth an additional 1 point if it contains either the Ten and the Nine, or the Ten with at least two higher cards. Forum D point count also penalizes 1 point for a singleton King, singleton Queen, doubleton King and Queen, doubleton King and Jack, or doubleton Queen and Jack.


♣Note: When you switch to a Pair Profile using either the La Majeure Cinquième bididng system or the Forum D bidding system, your point counting method is automatically switched to either La Majeur CinquièmePoint Count or Forum D Point Count, to match your bidding system.

Change Interpretation for a Bid


As was explained above, when a hand is being bid, you can click on the Interpretation button to view Bridge Baron’s understanding of a bid. If you disagree with Bridge Baron’s understanding and would like to change it, you can do so by selection Change Interpretation for a Bid from the Actions menu. Once you select Change Interpretation for a Bid you will then be asked to select the bid you would like to change Bridge Baron’s interpretation of and will be expected to click on a bid in the Auction window. After selecting the bid you feel Bridge Baron misinterpreted, you will be shown a window like the one shown here:
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This window allows you to control every aspect of Bridge Baron’s understanding of a bid. The window looks intimidating because of all of the different hand features a particular bid can convey. A bid can show a control, or a stopper, or a certain number of cards in a suit, or a certain high-card point strength, or a number of aces, or can be lead directional, or can say something about the quality of a particular suit. All of these things, which to a human bridge player often seem intuitive, have to be specified to the computer.


Most of the items in the window above should be fairly self-explanatory, the ones that are not are explained below. On the left-hand side on the bottom, the screen says Length Min Max, HCP Min Max, Honors Min Max. All three of these columns are talking specifically about the bidding player’s suit length and suit quality. The HCP Min Max columns control the number of high-card points the bid shows within the specified suit. For example, some players might play that a Weak Two Bid showed five or more high-card points in the bid suit.


On the bottom towards the right are the columns FRC, SRC, Ace, King, and Wants Led. FRC stands for first round control.  SRC stands for second round control. Ace indicates whether the bid explicitly specifies the ace in the given suit, explicitly denies the ace in a given suit, or says nothing about whether a player holds the ace in a given suit. The same applies for King. Wants Led controls lead directional bids. If a bid is lead directional for a particular suit, then Wants Led for that suit should be set to Y. If a bid is anti-lead directional for a particular suit, then Wants Led for that suit should be set to N.


Some bids that are made contain multiple different meanings. For example, a Michaels Cue-Bid of a 1♠ opening bid shows five or more hearts and either five or more clubs or five or more diamonds. To enable Bridge Baron to understand this, you can enter multiple possible interpretations of a bid. You would first enter the interpretation showing five or more hearts and five or more clubs and then rather than clicking on the OK button, you would lick on the Next --> button. The Next --> button will take you to a fresh screen and allow you to enter the second interpretation showing five or more hearts and five or more diamonds.


It is not suggested that you frequently change Bridge Baron’s Interpretation of a bid and Bridge Baron will not remember your changes should the auction ever occur in the future. You should only do so if Bridge Baron egregiously misunderstands a bid that you have made or if you just cannot live with Bridge Baron’s meaning for a bid it just made. The ability to change Bridge Baron’s interpretation of a bid is really intended to be a very advanced feature that most users will not typically use frequently.

♣Note: The Change Interpretation for a Bid feature is not intended as a way around an improperly configured Pair Profile. For example, if you were frustrated with Bridge Baron as it was not understanding your 2♠ bid in response to a 1NT opening as Minor Suit Stayman, continually modifying Bridge Baron’s interpretation of your bid every time Minor Suit Stayman occurred would not be the correct remedy. Instead, you should modify your Pair Profile, so that Bridge Baron knows you are playing Minor Suit Stayman and is able to properly interpret your bid on its own.

