Chapter 16: Statistics


Have you ever wondered while playing bridge whether you bid too many slams? Or whether you double too many contracts? Or what percentage of your contracts you bid in a major suit versus in a minor suit? Bridge Baron keeps comprehensive statistics on all of your contracts and how they fared. You can study these statistics to identify both strengths and weaknesses in your bridge game; and to identify areas you should be targeting and focusing on to improve your game moving forward.

Accessing and Resetting Your Statistics


From the main menu, select Options and then select Player Statisics. This will load a window that looks like the one shown here:
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The column on the left-hand side, Keep Statistics For, controls the player directions for which statistics are being tracked. By default, statistics are only kept for the South player, which is presumably where you will be sitting.

♣Note: Deselecting the Keep Statistics For checkbox will not erase previously recorded statistics. It will merely stop logging new statistics.

♠Tip: When Bridge Baron is installed on your computer it will automatically begin keeping track of statistics for your play. You are the only one who can access these, but if you feel self-conscious about having statistics of your play tracked, you should turn them off by going to the Options menu, selecting Player Statistics and then deselecting the South checkbox in the Keep Statistics For column.

The column on the right-hand side, Clear Statistics For, allows you to reset the statistics for a given player direction. If statistics are not being logged for a given player, the button will be grayed out, as is the case for North, East, and West in the above diagram. If there are statistics logged for a player, however, you can click on the button to eliminate all logged statistics for that player. If you feel that it is getting confusing or overwhelming to look at your old statistics, don’t feel like your old statistics accurately represent your current level of play, or for whatever reason you want a fresh start, you should feel free to clear your statistics. You shouldn’t need to reset your statistics very often because, as you’ll see in the next section, when looking at your statistics you can look at either all the deals you’ve played, or just a more recent subset of the deals you’ve played. So if you feel as though your past play is not representative of your current ability, you can focus on your more recent statistics without deleting your past statistics. You can also compare your more recent statistics to your previous ones and see your progress and improvement as a bridge player represented by real life data.

♣Note: Statistics that are logged are entirely private and for your own use, analysis, and improvement. Statistics are not transmitted to us over the Internet and are never shown to other players.


The middle column, Show Statistics For:, is used to access the statistics window and view the statistics logged for the given player. Again, if statistics for a given player are not being logged, then the button will be grayed out. Click on the South button in the Show Statistics For column before continuing to the next section.

Viewing Your Statistics


You should now see a window like the one shown here. Though, obviously, the particular statistics displayed will vary based on the deals that you have played:
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This is a complicated window with a lot to digest, but we wanted to provide you with as comprehensive a statistic log as possible. At the top of the window there are seven tabs, which allow you to view your performance broken down by scoring type. These tabs are: All Scores, Duplicate Score, Rubber Score, Raw Score, Matchpoint Score, Cross IMP Score, and Butler IMP Score. Matchpoint bridge is a different game than IMPs bridge, and both are drastically different from rubber bridge. Consequently, it makes sense to view your statistics for each of the different scoring types individually. You may even discover, while looking at your statistics, that you are a far better rubber bridge player than you are a matchpoint player.
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You can also track your performance by time, using the left and right arrow buttons       displayed at the top of your window. In the picture on the previous page, the time setting was set to All Available, which is your entire hand history, in this case 121 deals. By clicking the left and right arrows, you can select just your last 25, 50, 100, 250, 500, or 1000 deals.  This allows you to view your progress as a bridge player and see if you are improving over time, if the previous set of hands you played were abnormal statistically, etc. One example use might be if you had just played a tournament session in the tournaments part of the program, you could check your previous 25 hands and see whether, statistically speaking, the hands you had played were indeed very distributional, or whether you had an average number of high-card points over the course of them. This will allow you to gauge your perceptions of the hands you are playing. And, of course, you can also compare your performance on more recent deals to your performance on the whole.

In the lower right-hand portion of the window on the previous screen it says Display Method, and you have two choices you can select either Results or you can select Number of Contracts. When Results is selected, as in the example window, the numbers in the table on the bottom half of the screen represent your cumulative scores in each of the various situations in which you might have played a hand. For example, in the screenshot from the previous page our net score over all of the deals that we’ve declared in a partscore contract was 340 points. We collected 2940 points in positive scores by making partscore contracts, and we collected –2600 points in negative scores by being defeated in partscore contracts. If you toggled from Results to Number of Contracts rather than seeing your total net score in each of these situations, you would see the number of contracts that you played in each. On the screenshot on the following page we present this representation, in which you can see that we have declared 35 partscore contracts, of which we made 22 and were defeated in 13.
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Additionally, on the Duplicate Score tab, you can view statistics for the computer’s duplicate replay of the hand as two additional selections under Display Method become selectable. The two additional selections are Table 2 Results and Table 2 Number of Contracts. “Table 2” refers to the second “table” at which the deal was played, meaning the replay table when four Bridge Barons are playing out the hand.  The Duplicate Score and Rubber Score tabs also keep track of your duplicate or rubber success. For example, the Duplicate Score tab will display the number of IMPs you have won or lost, the number of deals on which you won or lost IMPs, the number of deals you pushed with the computer, etc.  And, similarly, the Rubber Score tab will tell you how many rubbers you have won and lost, and will also keep track of your cumulative rubber bridge score. As these statistics are always being tracked, you no longer need to save your score before exiting Bridge Baron to keep a running score going that tracks your results over multiple sessions.

